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STATE FORESTS 6, 22, 23, 28, 32, 33 AND 65 
Partial Revocation of Dedication — Motion 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [12.20 pm]: I move — 
That the proposal for the partial revocation of state forests 6, 22, 23, 28, 32, 33 and 65, laid on the table 
of the Legislative Council on Wednesday, 13 August 2014, be carried out. 

The state forest revocation proposal that was tabled in this house on Wednesday, 13 August 2014 relates to the 
creation of a recreation reserve in the Jarrahdale town site and four separate road proposals, which require partial 
excisions from state forests 6, 22, 23, 28, 32, 33 and 65 totalling 159.6868 hectares. For ease of identification, 
the five areas have been numbered. One proposal relates to the creation of a recreation reserve in the Jarrahdale 
town site and the remaining four proposals relate to the formal dedication or widening of existing roads. In two 
of the proposals, the road widening will result in vegetation clearing. If the proposed excisions are approved, 
three portions of unconstructed road reserve will be added to the estate managed by the Department of Parks 
and Wildlife to rationalise management of unused roads through state forest. The potential gain in this regard is 
about 0.97 hectares. 
I will just go through each of those areas one at a time. Area 1 relates to the proposed excision of 
135.6456 hectares from state forests 6, 28, 32 and 33. The area is located between Margaret River and Nannup. 
Main Roads Western Australia has requested the excision to allow for the dedication of Mowen Road,  
a 45-kilometre forestry track, which has become an important regional road between Margaret River and 
Nannup. Works by Main Roads, the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River, the Shire of Nannup and the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife to improve the surface of the road have been completed. The dedication of 
Mowen Road will allow this important regional road to be managed by the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River and 
the Shire of Nannup. The dedication of the road does not require the clearing of vegetation. The work completed 
to improve the surface of the forestry track has resulted in some vegetation clearing. 
The Forest Products Commission has been involved and the salvageable timber was collected in line with the 
prepared harvest plans. The native vegetation affected by the improvements was identified as primarily jarrah 
forest with endemic understorey species. Main Roads has commissioned an environmental management plan for 
this project, which was approved by the former Department of Environment and Conservation. 

Area 2 relates to the proposed excision of about 0.88 hectares from state forest 22. The area is situated within the 
town of Jarrahdale. The Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale has requested the excision of a portion of state forest 22 
to facilitate the creation of a recreation reserve. This area of state forest was developed as a playground by the 
forestry department for use by families living in Jarrahdale. More recently, the area has been used by the wider 
Jarrahdale community. In 2010, the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale, with the assistance of Lotterywest funding 
and the wider Jarrahdale community, installed new facilities to replace the existing but ageing play equipment. 
This proposal does not require the clearing of vegetation and will formalise the situation that is already 
prevailing on the ground. 
Area 3 relates to the proposed excision of 3.0777 hectares from state forest 23. The area is situated 
approximately five kilometres west of Dwellingup. The Shire of Murray has requested the excision to allow for 
the dedication of Helio and Austin Roads. These roads provide access to lot 413, a privately owned freehold lot. 
The roads are currently maintained as forestry tracks by the Department of Parks and Wildlife. The dedication of 
Helio and Austin Roads will provide legal access to lot 413 and rationalise management of these roads. The 
proposal also does not require the clearing of vegetation. 

The opposition spokesperson has asked me to clarify some information about access to that particular road. 
Other landowners also used Helio Road as their main access road, even though the other landholders on that road 
have alternative legal access. However, for the owner of lot 413, this will be the only legal access that the owner 
will have. Given that various bed and breakfast facilities are available on that particular road, people can also use 
this road to access those services, even though they have alternative legal access to other roads. Contingent upon 
the excision proceeding, three portions of unused road reserve will be closed and added to the adjoining state 
forest. The area proposed for addition to state forest is around 0.97 hectares. 

Area 4 relates to the City of Swan’s proposed widening of a portion of Gnangara Road located between zero and 
five kilometres west of Ellenbrook. To facilitate the proposed widening of Gnangara Road, the City of Swan 
requires the excision of 19.8014 hectares from state forest 65. The City of Swan proposes to construct a dual 
carriageway from Alexander Drive to Drumpellier Drive. The widening of Gnangara Road is anticipated to 
improve traffic flow. The excision and road widening will result in the clearing of vegetation from the 
Gnangara pine plantation. The Forest Products Commission will undertake salvage of the timber. 

Area 5 relates to the proposed excision of 0.2821 hectares from state forest 65. The area is situated about 
six kilometres east of Butler. The City of Wanneroo has requested the excision of two portions of state forest 65 
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to facilitate the upgrades to Wesco Road. The proposed upgrades will widen two portions of Wesco Road and 
lessen the severity of two bends. The native vegetation affected by the proposal was identified as primarily open 
jarrah, tuart and marri forest with endemic understorey species. All five proposals have the support of the 
Forest Products Commission, the Department of Lands and the relevant local government authorities. They have 
also been endorsed by the Conservation Commission of Western Australia, the vesting body for state forest. 

I am also able to indicate to Hon Stephen Dawson that I have been informed by the Minister for Environment 
that there are no endangered flora and fauna impacted by the revocations. I recommend this revocation proposal 
to the house and ask members to support it. 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral) [12.30 pm]: I rise this afternoon to make some comments 
on behalf of the opposition on this motion. From the outset, I thank the Minister for Mental Health for taking on 
the concerns I raised with her behind the Chair. I appreciate her getting those answers as promptly as she did, 
because I know she was involved in other debates this morning. 

I will briefly make a quick comment on each of the revocations, and commence with state forest 23, which is the 
excision of 3.077 hectares. I asked the minister a question on this piece of land, because on first reading it 
seemed that this excision would benefit a single landholder. I note from the minister’s contribution that this 
access road is indeed used by local residents and businesses in the area, and I appreciate that comment. It is 
noted that the closure of adjacent roads will lead to land being added to state forests, but it does not appear that it 
has been done on an offset base. In this case we are excising 3.077 hectares, yet I understand from the minister’s 
comments that 0.97 hectares is proposed to be added to this state forest under the proposals. We will, in fact, lose 
approximately two hectares more than we gain. I appreciate the minister’s comment on that. I also asked the 
minister to find out whether the Department of Parks and Wildlife and its officers had checked that no declared 
rare flora, listed species or threatened ecological communities would be damaged or destroyed by the proposal. 
I was pleased to hear the minister’s comments that nothing like that will be destroyed. 

As the minister stated, state forest 65 relates to two pieces of land—area 4 and area 5. I am happy to say that the 
opposition supports the excision of 19.8014 hectares, being area 4. From the satellite photos I have looked at in 
relation to that particular parcel of land, it appears that much of the vegetation is pine plantation. I am certainly 
happy to add my support, and that of members on this side, to the essential upgrading of Gnangara Road. Some 
of my East Metropolitan Region colleagues have spoken about Gnangara Road previously, which forms a border 
between east and north. My colleagues from this place have spoken in the media about the upgrading of 
Gnangara Road, and the member for West Swan, Rita Saffioti from the other place, has been advocating a road 
upgrade in this area for several years. Therefore, as I said, we are happy to support that excision. 

Area 5, which also relates to state forest 65, is an excision of 0.2821 hectares. Again, I am pleased to say that the 
opposition supports this excision. As the minister said, this excision will allow improvements to Wesco Road; 
I think, in fact, it will smooth a sharp elbow in the road. The satellite imagery suggests little or no vegetation in 
the vicinity, and we are therefore happy to support it. 

Area 1, which is state forests 6, 28, 32 and 33, involves an excision of approximately 135 hectares to allow for 
the upgrading of Mowen Road, which is located between Margaret River and Nannup. I place on the record that 
the opposition supports this excision. No information has been presented to me about the ecosystem and forest 
types that would be destroyed by this road upgrade; however, on the basis that Mowen Road roadside vegetation 
reserve has already provided DPaW officers with a transect opportunity, it is assumed that no declared rare flora, 
listed species or threatened ecological communities will be destroyed or damaged. 

Area 2 is part of state forest 22, within which Jarrahdale is situated. For members who do not know, Jarrahdale is 
in the Peel region. I believe, having made some inquiries and also listened to the minister’s comments this 
afternoon, that this proposal to excise 0.88 hectares in Jarrahdale town centre will make a difference to the 
Jarrahdale community. Having looked at the surveys, I believe that the vegetation is likely to have a poor quality 
understory and I do not think there will be a huge environmental loss as a result of the excision. 

In short, the opposition initially had some concerns in relation to one parcel of land; however, thanks to the 
minister and her extra information, it will be voting in support of this motion. 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [12.37 pm]: I rise to support the partial revocation of all five 
little bits of land, and thank the minister for the briefing we received. As the minister and Hon Stephen Dawson 
outlined, these are, by and large, pre-existing roads. No issue has been raised with me by any of my constituents. 
I was concerned about Mowen forest; there is a current campaign to save Mowen forest, and I was concerned 
about that road being somehow an access for that. My concerns have been allayed. All I can do is support the 
good work that the Department of Parks and Wildlife is doing with this revocation. The Greens support this 
motion. 
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HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.38 pm]: I would like to go 
on record as a member for East Metropolitan Region—along with my colleagues Hon Donna Faragher and 
Hon Helen Morton—as being in support of one particular section of this motion; that is, area 4 and the City of 
Swan’s proposal to widen the part of Gnangara Road located between zero and five kilometres west of 
Ellenbrook. 

As many in this place know, Gnangara Road is a piece of infrastructure that has been discussed and debated for 
a number of years. I am not just talking about the last six years that we have been in government; I am talking 
about many, many years prior to that. As a resident of Ellenbrook for 15 years up until the end of last year, 
I know too well how busy that stretch of road can be. I would like to put on the record that it is not just the 
Ellenbrook residents who add to this congestion on Gnangara Road; people who live in the surrounding suburbs 
like to use it as a shortcut to Midland, Bullsbrook or Roe Highway. Sometimes I get a little annoyed that the 
people of Ellenbrook are always blamed for the congestion around that area; a lot of people from the local 
suburbs add to it. 

Most importantly, this bill is critical for us to continue with our promise to upgrade Gnangara Road. In total, the 
road infrastructure that has been promised and will be delivered to the people of Ellenbrook and 
East Metropolitan Region once this motion is passed is worth $32.6 million. It started with the dualling of 
Gnangara Road between Drumpellier Drive and Pinaster Parade. For those members who are not familiar with 
this area, those roads meet Gnangara Road. Lights were then installed at the intersection of Drumpellier Drive 
and Gnangara Road to allow for easy flow of traffic, along with a roundabout at the intersection of 
Gnangara Road and West Swan Road, new traffic lights at the intersection of Reid Highway and Lord Street, and 
new traffic lights at the intersection of Beechboro Road and Gnangara Road. All these intersections have made 
these roads a lot safer for the people of Ellenbrook, West Swan and the surrounding areas who use that road. 

I just want to put on the record that this government is delivering on its promise of $32.6 million for the great 
people of Ellenbrook and for the excellent people of East Metropolitan Region. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Simon O’Brien): Order! Hon Alyssa Hayden is clearly addressing the 
Chair. Allow her to continue. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I want to put on the record that we hear of broken promises all the time from 
members opposite. This $32.6 million was promised, committed to and is now being delivered, if not already, to 
the great people of East Metropolitan Region. People need to know that. I am sick and tired of hearing that 
people are not getting what was promised. Here is one promise; it is a great big fat one. Congratulations to the 
government and congratulations to the City of Swan for being a fantastic local government authority, working 
brilliantly with Main Roads and the Department of Transport to deliver this fantastic infrastructure for the great 
people of East Metropolitan Region. 

HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [12.42 pm]: I rise to join with my colleague 
Hon Stephen Dawson in indicating support for this measure. I am still unclear as to whether this motion will 
allow for the full widening of Gnangara Road or whether a further excision is required to allow — 

Hon Helen Morton: You might have to put that on notice to the Minister for Transport; I’m here representing 
the Minister for Environment today. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Maybe some of the East Metropolitan Region members could advise us on whether this 
motion will allow for the full widening of Gnangara Road or whether it is just part of the necessary excisions. 
Members will recall that when we came back after the break, I tabled a petition calling for the excision. It is 
something that Labor is more than happy to support and encourage. I am more than happy to indicate support not 
just for this motion, but also for the rapid passage of any other excisions that may be required to allow for the 
widening of Gnangara Road so that finally one of the members for East Metropolitan Region, 
Hon Alyssa Hayden, can stand in this place and say that the government is delivering on its promise. 

Hon Alyssa Hayden: We have delivered far more for those people than you have. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I am not going to allow myself to be distracted and be taken down the path of debating 
all the broken promises in the Ellenbrook area, starting with the rail line and going on to the swimming pools and 
high schools, as they are not part of today’s debate. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Members will give Hon Ken Travers the opportunity to speak and not try 
to distract him from the motion. 
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Hon KEN TRAVERS: I also make it clear that the Labor Party does not blame the people of Ellenbrook for the 
congestion on Gnangara Road. We blame the government for its failure to respond. I remember going out to 
a spot directly opposite the land that we are proposing to allow to be excised today, which is to the south side of 
the corner of Beechboro Road North. Obviously, we are debating a motion to do with the northern side of it. 
I visited that area with Rita Saffioti a long time ago and we indicated that a future Labor government would fund 
the widening of Gnangara Road. We were very pleased when the Premier indicated, having previously said it 
was not on the Liberal Party’s agenda to fund that project, that the government would provide funding to the 
City of Swan. Having made that commitment to provide funding in the next term of government—that is, in the 
same time frame as Labor, even though it was in government at the time and it could have got on with the 
project—the government then proceeded to not start the excision process. Then, in this term of government, the 
money was made available but the project could not proceed because we had not passed this motion that is 
before us today. I expect that yet another motion is still to come before this house to complete the full widening 
of that road. 

Whilst I am on my feet and indicating strong support for the passage of this motion today, I indicate that the 
Labor Party is more than happy to strongly support the passage of the next excision motion that hopefully will 
come before this house relating not just to Gnangara Road but also to the Collie–Coalfields highway, another 
project that has been delayed because the government has taken so long to progress these matters. 

Members may be interested in the matters discussed with officers from the Department of Parks and Wildlife at 
our recent estimates hearing. We asked a range of questions of Parks and Wildlife about why these excisions 
take so long. Although I realise that we need to try to minimise the impacts on the environment, it is impossible 
in certain areas. We need to build the roads and make them safe, so it is important that we put this matter 
through. There needs to be a process, but I have not been able to establish why that process takes such an 
extraordinarily long time and why the government is not able to go through that orderly process in a far quicker 
way. 
In supporting this motion today, I indicate the opposition’s readiness, willingness and keenness to help the 
government complete the project of matching Labor’s promise and finally implementing it both with respect to 
Gnangara Road and hopefully one day the Coalfields highway as well. 
Question put and passed. 
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